Numerous
populations of Aglenchus and Coslenchus from California and Colorado (U.S.A.), Poland, Belgium and the Netherlands have been studied by light microscopy and by SEM. The methods used have been described in earlier articles in this series (e.g. Raski & Geraert, 1987) .
Genus Aglenchus Andrássy, 1954
Details of the history of this taxon are in a comprehensive review by Andrassy (1980 Andrissy's (1980) description also applies to the Belgian and English populations we studied, except for a few minor details: -there is usually one inner line in the lateral field but we concur that this line is "weakly" expressed; -the head width can be as small as 5.5 ym (height 2.5-3 ym); -the amphidial shape differs in male and female: in the female from Winches Farm (England) the oval labial plate shows two crescent-like amphidial apertures ; in the male from the same locality plate and apertures are laterally elongated; -the two stylet parts are not completely equal, the anterior part occupying 41-46% of the total stylet length; -the spermatheca can be as small as 9 jim, Andrissy (1980) reported a maximum of 18 ym, we found 17 ym; Brzeski (in litt. ) gives 37 ym; -the tail length reported by included the Californian population with the very long tail: a similar, long-tailed population has been described as A. muktii (see below); -males are indeed less common: in Belgian populations there are generally about twice as many females as males;
